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provided with a subsidiary balloon, called the " compensator/' the idea ol M. L. Godard, the function of which was to receive any gas expelled in ascending, and thus prevent loss during the voyage. The gas envelope was, for greater strength, virtually double, consisting of two identical balloons, one within the other, each made of white silk of the finest quality, and costing about 53. 4d. per yard. No less than 22,000 yards of this silk were required, and the sewing up of the gores was done entirely by hand. The small compensating balloon had a capacity of about 3,500 cubic feet, and the complete aerostat, when fully inflated, was calculated to lift 4^ tons. The car was of proportionate and unparalleled dimensions, and of most elaborate design. It contained two floors, of which the upper one was open, the height of all being nearly 7 feet, with a width of about 13 feet.
The first ascent was made on October 4, 1853, from the Champ de Mars, and no fewer than fifteen people were launched together into the sky. Of these " Nadar " was captain, with the brothers Godard as lieutenants. There was the Prince de Sayn-Wittgenstein; there was the Count de St. Martin ; and there was a lady, the Princesse de la Tour d'Auvergne. The balloon came to earth at nine o'clock at night near Meaux, and, considering all the provision which had been made to guard against rough landing, it can hardly be said that the descent was a happy one. It appears that the car dragged on its side for nearly a mile, and the passengers, far from finding security in the seclusion of the inner chambers, were glad to clamber out above, and cling as best they might to the ropes.
Many of the party were bruised more or less severely, though no one was seriously injured, and it was reported that such fragile articles as crockery, cakes, confectionery, and wine bottles, to the number of no less than thirty-seven, were afterwards discovered to be intact, and